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PEEFACE. 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  we  received,  our  aim  has  been  to  render  the 
"  Preacher's  Homiletical  Commentary  "  available  as  a  Pulpit  Encyclopaedia.  The 
task  as  to  size  was  somewhat  formidable,  and  in  several  respects  presented  special 
difficulties.  The  work  to  be  dealt  with  consisted  of  twenty-six  volumes,  with  a 
total  of  no  less  than  11,913  pages,  each  volume  being  oftentimes  written  by  several 
authors,  upon  widely  d liferent  methods  and  in  very  varied  styles. 

Moreover,  indexes  to  the  separate  volumes  were  not  in  all  cases  made,  and  when 
in  existence,  were  upon  no  uniform  principle  and  not  prepared  with  the  same  aim 
;is  that  of  the  present  undertaking.  But  perhaps  the  real  crux  was  how  to  index 
titles  of  a  thoroughly  homiletical  type,  when  the  whole  point  in  these  titles 
depended  upon  the  passage  from  which  they  were  deduced.  As  the  work  pro- 
ceeded, a  few  guiding  principles  had  to  be  adopted,  and  we  now  briefly  name 
some  of  them,  as  they  may  possibly  assist  in  the  use  of  the  Index. 

A  mean — we  trust  a  happy  one — has  been  adopted  between  meagreness  on 
the  one .  hand  and  repletion  on  the  other. 

The  desire  has  been  to  index  every  really  useful  thought  for  Pulpit  or  Plat- 
form purpose,  under  all  the  words  from  which  it  would  be  likely  to  be  sought 
by  persons  of  differently  constituted  minds,  or  searching  for  information  with 
different  aims.  In  order  not  to  defeat  our  object  of  affording  real  help  for  ready 
reference  purposes,  we  avoided  indexing  every  illustration  or  stray  note  or  what 
had  evidently  only  a  passing  interest. 

Every  main  fact,  every  cardinal  doctrine,  every  moral  duty,  every  philosophical 
thought,  every  anecdote  or  telling  illustration  has  been,  we  believe,  faithfully 
noted  and  accurately  indicated.  There  are  about  3440  references  to  Main  Topics 
in  the  volume,  and  under  such  words  as  God  and  Sin,  there  are  no  less  than  257 
and  160  distinct  Sub-headings  respectively;  while  the  total  number  of  the  latter 
amount  to  over  18,000. 

The  titles,  too,  had  frequently  in  regard  to  the  headings  of  the  sermonic 
sketches  to  be  reduced  in  size,  and  reset,  in  order  to  make  them  fit  into  an  index 
which  would  be  readily  available  and  free  from  confusion. 

Again,  too,  in  every  single  instance  we  have  endeavoured  that  the  main 
headings    with   all  their  sub-headings,  should  so  read  in  the  Tiidev  as  to  convey 
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a  distinct  and  definite  meaning.  In  some  few  cases,  however,  the  headings  of  the 
writers  were  so  peculiar  that  it  was  impossible  either  to  make  them  read  smoothly 
or  even  convey  a  very  definite  idea  apart  from  their  context. 

To  avoid  a  needless  multiplication  of  headings,  the  titles  do  not  always  read 
in  the  same  way.  Thus  the  article,  pronoun,  or  small  word  commaed  off  at  the 
end  of  a  line  may  be  read  with  and  before  either  the  sub-heading  or  the  main 
heading.  We  give  an  exaniple  which  will  readily  illustrate  our  meaning,  and 
also  make  it  easy  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  Index:— 

Christ- 
Red  Heifer  an  Analogue  of  the,  The 
Example  as  the  Servant  of  God,  Our 


Reads — 


The  Red  Heifer  an  Analogue  of  the  Christ. 
Christ  our  Example  as  the  Servant  of  God. 


We  may  here  mention  that  no  little  time  and  thought  have  been  expended 
with  a  view  to  making  the  headings  symmetrical  and  uniform,  so  that  the 
arrangement  miglit  be  analytical  and  suggestive. 

Special  efforts,  also,  have  been  made,  both  by  the  Publisher  and  Printers,  that 
the  Typographical  Arrangement  should  be  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  thus  render 
the  use  of  the  Index  a  pleasant  and  not  a  painful  exercise.  The  introduction 
of  Clarendon  Type  for  leading  words  and  the  adoption  of  a  separate  and  unbroken 
column  for  the  references  to  the  volumes  are  special  features  made  in  the  interest 
of  the  reader. 

By  following  out  these  and  similar  principles  of  a  scientific  character,  the 
work  of  making  the  Index  has  been  less  of  a  drudgery  to  ourselves  than  other- 
wise it  would  have  been ;  and  we  trust  the  Index  thus  prepared  will  be  helpful 
and  welcome  to  those  who  use  it.  May  such  constantly  find  it  a  clue  to  the 
homiletical  wealth  which  would  otherwise  be  hopelessly  hid  in  some  five  hundred 
quires  of  paper,  and  in  a  huge  bibliothecal  forest  of  nearly  ten  millions  of  words. 
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Divine,  Obedience  to  the    ... 
Earnest,  to  Repentance,  An 
Jonah's  Second 
Of  Christ  to  the  Holy  Spirit 

„  Elisha,  The  

Response    of   the   People   to 
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Threefold,  The  

To  Reformation  of  Life,  A 

„  Study,  A 
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Saviour 
Calling- 
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Camp— 
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Without  the 
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Canaan- 
Ancient,  The :    A  Type    of 

Heaven 
Arrangements   for    the   Dis- 
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Conquered     ... 
Distinguished 
Earthly  :     A    Type    of    the 

Heavenly   ... 
God  Claims  the  Soil  of 

Introduced     ... 
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,,    Never  to  be  Sold,  The 
,,    of  Promise,  The 

Pilgrims  to    ... 

Promised  Land,  The 
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Candle  of  the  Lord,  The 
Candlestick — 

Golden,  The 

„  „   an  Emblem  of  the 

Church  of  God      
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Candlesticks- 
Christ  Amid  the      .- 
Golden  ...         .^ 
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Deportation  of 
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Of  Jerusalem 
„  the  Priests 

„     „  Stronghold  (Zion),  The 
Care— 

For  Animals  a  Cruelty  to  Men 

,,    the  Ark  of  God 
God's,  for  Children  ... 
„      for  Oxen 

„      for    the   Widow    and 
Fatherless... 
God's,  Over  his  People 

„       Paternal 
Human,  must  be  Unavailing 
Careless,  Call  to  the,  A 
Carelessness,  Penalty,  Its 
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Cart-ropes,  Cords  and 
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Is  there  not  a  (Jon.  ch.  i.  7) 
Cautions,  Consolations  and 

Of  a  Religious  Philosopher  ... 
Cavilling  Against  God 
Oedar   an    Analogue    of    Soul- 
growth 
Celebration — 

Man's,  of  God's  Goodness  in 

Harvest 
Noble,    of    the   Faithfulness 
and  Mercy  of  the  Lord    ... 
Of  the  Passover,  The 

„     „  Sacred  Festivals 

Celibacy ^ 

Census — 

And  its  Teachings,  The 

Wicked,  The  

Certainty — 

That  Sin  will  Find  us  Out, 

The  

Uncertainty  and,  Connected 
with  Death 

Certitude,  Value  of 

Chaff  and  Wheat  
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Abusing  Success       

Language  of  the 
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The  (ch.  xviii.  19-40) 

Universal,    a    General    Rule 
and  a  Rare  Virtue 
Chambers — 

King's,  The 

Of  Imagery    ... 
„  the  Temple,  The 
Champion  of  the  Good,  God  the 
Chance,  Meaning  of 
Chances,  Seeming,  Real  Provi- 
dences 
Changes — 

Family 

Of  Life,  Diminutions  and    ... 

Sudden  but  Wise 
Chaos,  Teaching  of.  The 
Character — 

As  Qualifying  Sacrifices 

Before  God,  Worthlessness  of 
Human 

Building  (.f  the  Temple,  Em- 
blematic of  Christian 

Career  ami,  of  Solomon,  Re- 
view of 

Defects  of 

Destiny  and,  A  Terrible 

Detected  and  Exposed 

Earnestness  of  .  . 

Elihu.  His      
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„   God,  A  Welcome  Revela- 
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Conception  of  God 

Of  Man  Influences  the  Con- 
duct of  God 

Of   Men    on    God's   List   of 
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Of   Others,   Misapprehension 
in  Judging  the 
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The  

Of  those  from  whom  Wisdom 

Preserves    ... 
Of  Worldling  (Illustrated)  ... 
Our  own.  Falsely  Estimated 
Pious,  A 

Power  of  a  Holy,  The 
Privileges,  and  Duty  of  the 

King's  Subjects     

Revealed,      Importance      of 

having  the  Real    ... 
Revelations  of 

Taking  Care  of  our 

Test  of  

Tests  of  Moral  

Touchstone  of,  A 
Uzziah's,    and    Successful 

Reign 
Characteristics — 

Good  Man's,  A         

Of  a  Great  Religious  Reform 
„  the  Blessed  People 
„     „    First  King  of  Israel 
Characters— 

Contrasted     ... 
Opposite 

„       Contrasted  Paths  and 
Charge — 

Startling,  A  (ch.  i.  15) 

To  Pastors 

Charges,  False 

Chariot,  Solomon,  His 

Chariots  of  Salvation,  The 
Charity    ... 

Prayer  and 
Charms  of  Philosophy,  The      ... 
Chastened,  but  not  Abandoned 
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Divine,  Conscience  Awakened 

by  a  Sense  of,  A  ... 
Divine,  Man  Under 

„         Salutary  Effect,  Its 

Duty  Under  ... 
God's,  of  a  Covenant  People 
Gracious  Deliverance  and   ... 
Intended  to  Correct  and  Im- 
prove 
National 
Necessity  and  Profitableness 

of 

Resulting  in  Penitence 
Severe,  Great  Sin  and         .^ 
Chastisements — 

Divine  ...  ...  ,^ 

„         Consideration  of 
Without  Reformation  .« 

Chastity- 
Conjugal 

,,        or,  Holiness  in  the 
Home 
Job,  His 
Checks,  Divine,  on  Man's  Down- 
vi'ard  Course ;  or,  Balaam 
and  his  Ass 
Cheer — 

For  the  Church         

»•      »         „        of  God 
„      „    Desponding 
Cheerfulness,  Good  Tidings  and 
Cherubim — 

Emblematic  of  Forms  of  Life, 

The  

Mercy-seat  and  the 

The ^ 

Cherubims        ..         ^ 
Child- 

And  the  Rod,  The 

Death  of  a ^ 

Good,  A 

Of  God,  Sin  in  the 

Power  of  a     ... 
Unnatural,    and    a    Natural 
Law,  An    ... 
Child-feeling  Comes  Gradually 

Childhood  

Apologetics  of,  The 
Through  Fatherhood 

Child-nomenclature 

Child-training,  Great  Object  of 
Children — 

All  in  the  Covenant 

Ancestors  of  ... 

Bereaved  of   ... 

Blessed  for  Parents'  Sake  ... 

Blessings,  Their        

Cared  for        ...  

Dutifulness  of 

Duty.  Their 

Fatlier.s  and  ... 
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Children — 

Gift  of  God,  The      

God's  Cure  for 
Good  ... 

Hope  of  God  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, The    ... 
May  Imitate  Sin  of  Parents 
Not  always  like  their  Parents 

Of  Babylon,  Doom  of  the    ... 
„  Israel,  Catalogue  of  the 
„        „     in  Goshen 

Questions  of  ... 

Recriprocal  Duties  of  Parents 

and 
Religious    Teaching    of    the 

Israelitish  ... 
Spare  the 
Teaching  the 

Trained  ...         .^ 

Undutiful,  Grief  of  ...         ,^ 
What  they  can  do  for  God 
What    we    may    Expect    of 
them,  &c.   ... 

Children's 

Sermon,  "  Good  Way  " 
Service,  The  ...         ...         ,« 

China  for  Christ  .« 

Chittim,  Ships  of  

Choice— 

Alternative    ...         ...         ,« 

Folly  of  Seeking  our  own    ... 
Important  (Israel's) ... 
Influence  of,  in  all  the  After 

Life  

Of  our  Inheritance,  The 
„  Solomon  to  be  King 
„  Youth 
Ruth's,  Made  Once  and  for 

Ever 
Solomon's       ...  ... 

Worldly,  A    ...         ^ 

Choir,  Temple,  The       .- 

Christ— 

A  King  ..         

Amid    the    Golden    Candle- 
sticks 
Appearance  of,  in  Character 

Ascension,  His  ...          ... 

Bearing  our  Sins 

Beauty,  His   ... 

Believer's  Joy  in,  A 

Brazen  Serpent  a   Type   of, 

The  ! 

Bridegroom   of  His   Church, 

The  

Budded  Rod  a  Type  of,  The 
Builder  of  the  Temple,  The 
Ciiaracter,  Beauty  of  His    ... 
Cleaving  to    ... 

Comfort  in     ... 
Compared  to  an  Apple-tree 
Conflict  and  Triumph,  His  ... 
Consecration  of  Aun)U  Typical 
of  the  Priestly  Calling  of 
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Onrist — 

Corner-stone,  The    ... 

Counsellor,  Our 

Covenant    of     Grace     Esta 

blished  in  ... 
David  a  Type  of       ..: 
Death  a  Proof  of  His  Divinity, 

His  

Despised  and  Honoured 
Divine  Glory  Revealed  in 
Dominion,  His  .;. 

Empire,  His  ... 
Enemies  of,  their  Utter  Over 

throw 
Ever  Present  with  His  Suffer 

ing  Servants 
Example  as  the  Servant  of 

God,  Our 

Excellence    and    Sweetness 

His  

Excellence  of  His  Love 
Fellowship,  Delight  in  His 
Flock,  His 

Food  of  His  People,  The     . 

Future  Reign,  His     . . 

Gentleness  and  Sternness,  His 

„         His 

,,         to  the   Burdened 

His  

Given  for  a  Witness,  Leader 

and  Commander  ... 
Giver  of  Rest,  The  ... 
Hand,  All  Things  in  His 
Head  and  King  of  the  Church 

The  

In  the  Covenant 
Incarnation  and  Birth,  His 
Intercession,  His 
Jeremiah's  Experiences  Typi 

cal  of 
Joy  in  the  Lord,  His 
Kingdom,  His 


Characteristics  of 
„  „    Glory  of 

Kinsman  Redeemer,  The     . . . 

J 
Lamb  Slain,  The 
Law-magnifying  Saviour,  A 
Light,  Our     ... 
Love,  Remembrance  of  His 
Manna  as  Typical  of 
Meekness,  His 
Melchizedek  a  Type  of 
Mind  of,  toward  the  Young 
Most    Found    where     Most 

Wanted 
Name,  His     ... 


Passion,  Divine  Love  in  His 
Passover  as  Illustrative  of  the 

Atoning  Work  of,  The 
Passover,  Our 
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Peace-offering,  As 
Peaceful  Rule,  His 
Pleasnntnf'cs,  His 
PovvfT  as  a  Saviour,  His  Great 
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Ghrist — 

Preciousness  of 
Predicted      Character 

Triumph  of 
Priest,  Our     ... 


and 


Red  Heifer  an  Analogue  of 

the.  The     

Refreshing  Himself ... 

Reign,  His     ... 

Rejection  of  ... 

Rock  at  Kadesh  an  Emblem 

of,  The        
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